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Stabat iuxta Christi crucem Videns pati veram lucem
Mater regis omnium. Vidit caput coronatum,
Spinis, latus perforatum, Vidit mori filium.
Vidit corpus flagellari, Manus, pedes perforari,
Mitis a crudelibus. Vidit caput inclinatum,
Totum corpus cruentatum Pastoris pro ovibus.
In dolore tunc fuisti, Virgo pia, cum vidisti
Mori tuum filium. Dolor ingens, dolor ille
Dicunt sancti plus quam mille Praecellit martyrium.
Virgo mitis, virgo pia, Spes reorum, vitis via,
Virgo plena gratia, Iube natum et implora
Servis tuis sine mora Nobis donet gaudia.

Beside the cross of Christ she stood, watching the true light suffer,
the mother of the king of all. She saw his head crowned
with thorns, his side pierced. She saw her son die.

She saw his body scourged, his hands, his feet transfixed,
that tender one, by cruel men. She saw his head bowed low,
all his body stained with blood, the shepherd for his sheep.
Yours then the anguish, holy virgin, when you saw
your son perish. Great sorrow it was, that sorrow
the countless saints declare surpasses martyrdom.
Gentle virgin, virgin holy, hope of sinners, way of the vine,
virgin full of grace, bid your son, implore him
that even now he may grant joy to us who are your servants.

Stabat iuxta Christi crucem

John BROWNE
(1453—c. 1500)
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