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Maria virgo sanctissima, beatarum Mariarum venerabilissima,

te singulari gratia præ omnibus creaturis ditavit Deus,

qui summus, et solus est Trinus et Unus.

Ex quibus personis te Pater in filiam ante mundi constitutionem præelegit,

Filius in matrem et nutricem, Spiritus Sanctus in sponsam

et reclinatorium suo speciali usu ornatissima ordinavit et coronavit/decoravit.

Et sic summæ Trinitatis templum Mariarumque omnium Maria nobilissima es.

Tu cum sis illi qui omnium solus Deus Deorum est, regum omnium regi,

dominatorum omnium Domino, tam in estimabili favore et acceptatione

quare te imperatricem, reginam, dominamque, et ultra si potest nominare nos licet.

In hiis omnibus non deam te dicamus, sed Dei creaturam ancillamque mansuetissimam;

sed quicquid boni mundus habet per te habet, ex qua salutis nostræ initium manet.

Igitur quamquam tam nobilis et singularis es, reverentiaque tibi defertur,

illi etiam qui talem te fecit ut virgo et mater esses exhibebitur.

Surge ergo, beatissima Virgo Maria, misericorditer actura pro nobis,

da preces pro nobis quos cernis offensos ante oculos conditoris,

sic illi compone, ut nobis nosci esse opus,

quo servi filii tui Dei nostri effici mereamur largiente eodem

Domino nostro Jesu Christo, qui est benedictus in sæcula sæculorum. Amen.

O Virgin Mary most holy, most venerable of all the holy Maries,

you were enriched with singular grace before all creatures by God,

who is the most high and alone is Three and One.

Out of all people, the Father preelected you as daughter before the making of the world,

the Son in mother and nurturer, and the Holy Spirit within the spouse

and seat ordered you in most splendid a3ire and crowned/adorned you by his own special virtue.

And so you are temple of the most high Trinity and the most noble Mary of all Maries.

You who are with the God of all gods, King of all kings,

Lord of all lords in such inestimable favour and acceptance,

where we are able to call you empress, queen, and lady.

In all these things, let us not call you goddess, but most gentle creature and handmaid of God;

but whatever good the world has, it has through you, from whom the beginning of our salvation remains.

Therefore although you are so noble and special, and reverence is deferred to you,

let it be also unto Him who fashioned you in such a way that you be mother and virgin.

Arise, therefore, most blessed Virgin Mary, act mercifully for us,

give prayers for us and for our offences before the eyes of the Creator,

so that the work may be known to us,

by which the servants of your Son and of God’s may merit to be effectual to us

by the granting of the same: our Lord  Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever and ever. Amen.

Sources:

Och: GB-Och Mus. 979-983 ('Baldwin Partbooks', c.1575-81), No. 137 

Lbl: GB-Lbl R.M. 24.d.2 ('John Baldwin's Commonplace Book'), ff. 140v-141, 143v-144 (variant underlay in italics)

Transcribed and edited by Francis Bevan

September 2015

Tenor part reconstructed by editor from bar 60 to end.

31 Tr Och has SC then rests 2L 2s m; 52-3 Tr ornatissima, Ct2 T ornatissimo (both sources); 60 T Lbl breve B; 63-65 TrMCt1Ct2B 

Och 'summa' for summae'; 70 B Och mC for mD; 87 Tr 2 Och mC is mD; 166-69 Och M1 underlay unclear; 194 M1 mC for mA;

238 Ct1 Och no PA.
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