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Incipit Lamentatio Ieremiæ Prophetæ.

Aleph. Quomodo sedet sola civitas plena populo:

facta est quasi vidua domina gentium:

princeps provinciarum facta est sub tributo.

Beth. Plorans ploravit in nocte,

et lacrimæ eius in maxillis eius:

non est qui consoletur eam ex omnibus charis eius.

Ierusalem, Ierusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum tuum.

Daleth. Viæ Sion lugent eo quod

non sint qui veniant ad solemnitatem.

Ghimel. Omnes portæ eius destructæ:

sacerdotes eius gementes:

virgines eius squalidæ, et ipsa oppressa amaritudine.

Sadech. O vos omnes, qui transitis per viam,

a2endite, et videte si est dolor sicut dolor meus:

Sade. Vindemiavit me ut locutus est Dominus

in die iræ furoris sui.

Amicus meus osculi me tradidit signo:

Quem osculatus fuero, ipse est, tenete eum:

Hoc malum fecit signum,

qui per osculum ad implevit homicidium.

Infelix prætermisit pretium sanguinis,

et in fine laquæo se suspendit.

Bonum erat illi, si natus non fuisset homo ille.

Iudas mercator pessimus osculo petiit Dominum

ille ut agnus innocens non negat Iudæ osculum.

Denariorum numero Christum Iudæis tradidit.

Melius illi fuerat si natus non fuisset.

Unus ex discipulis meis tradet me hodie:

Væ illi per quem tradar ego:

Melius illi erat si natus non fuisset.

Qui intingit mecum manum in paropside,

hic me traditurus est in manus peccatorum.

Eram quasi agnus innocens:

ductus sum ad immolandum, et nesciebam:

Concilium fecerunt inimici mei adversum me, dicentes:

Venite, mi2amus lignum in panem eius,

et eradamus eum de terra viventium.

Omnes inimici mei adversum me cogitabant mala mihi:

Verbum iniquum mandaverunt adversum me dicentes.

Una hora non potuistis vigilare mecum,

qui exhortabamini mori pro me?

Vel Iudam non videtis quomodo non dormit,

sed festinat tradere me Iudæis?

Quid dormitis? Surgite et orate, ne intretis in tentationem.

Seniores populi consilium fecerunt,

Ut Iesum dolo tenerent, et occiderent:

cum gladiis et fustibus exierunt tamquam ad latronem.

Collegerunt pontifices et pharisæi concilium.

Here begins the Lamentations of the Prophet Jeremiah.

(1:1) ALEPH. O how a city once filled with people now sits alone!

The Governess of the Gentiles has become like a widow.

The Prince of the provinces has been placed under tribute.

(1:2) BETH. Weeping, she has wept through the night,

and her tears are on her cheeks.

There is no one to be a comfort to her and to all her beloved.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God.

(1:4) DALETH. The pathways of Zion mourn,

because there are none who approach for the solemnity.

(1:4) GHIMEL. All her gates are destroyed.

Her priests groan. Her virgins are filthy.

And she is overwhelmed with bi2erness.

(1:12) SADECH. O all you who pass by the way, a2end,

and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow.

(1:12) SADE. For he has made me a vintage,

just as the Lord has spoken in the day of his furious anger.

The sign by which my friend betrayed me was a kiss:

He whom I kiss, that is he: hold him fast.

He who commi2ed murder

by a kiss gave this wicked sign.

The unhappy wretch repaid the price of blood

and in the end hanged himself.

It had been be2er for that man if he had never been born.

Judas, the vile merchant, required a kiss from the Lord

who, like an innocent lamb, did not deny the kiss to Judas.

For a large amount of dinarii, he betrayed Christ to the Jews.

It would have been be2er for him, had he not been born.

One of my disciples will betray me today.

Woe to him by whom I am betrayed.

It were be2er for him had he never been born.

He that dips his hand with me in the dish,

Is he who will give me up into the hands of sinners.

Behold, I was like an innocent lamb;

I was led to the slaughter, and I knew it not.

My enemies have conspired together against me, saying:

Come, let us put poison into his bread,

And let us cut him off out of the land of the living.

All my enemies have thought evil things about me;

They have spoken evil words against me, saying:

What, could you not watch one hour with me,

you that were eager to die for me?

Or do you not see Judas, how he sleeps not,

but makes haste to betray me to the Jews?

Why do you sleep? Arise and pray, lest ye fall into temptation.

The elders of the people discussed

That they might by craft apprehend Jesus and kill him.

They came out with swords and clubs as against a robber.

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council,
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