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De Lamentatione Ieremiæ Prophetæ.

Lamech. Nos inique egimus,

et ad iracundiam provocavimus:

idcirco tu inexorabilis es.

Ghimel. Oculus meus afflictus est,

nec tacuit, eo quod non esset requies

donec respiceret et videret Dominus de cælis.

Ierusalem, Ierusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum tuum.

Sade. Complevit Dominus furorem suum,

effudit iram indignationis suæ:

et succendit ignem in Sion,

et devoravit fundamenta eius.

Aleph. Propter peccata prophetarum eius,

et iniquitates sacerdotum eius,

qui effuderunt in medio eius sanguinem iustorum.

Incipit oratio Ieremiæ Prophetæ.

Recordare Domine quid acciderit nobis:

intuere, et respice opprobrium nostrum.

Hæreditas nostra versa est ad alienos:

domus nostræ ad extraneos.

Recessit pastor noster fons aquæ vivæ

ad cuius transitum sol obscuratus est:

Nam et ille captus est,

qui captivum tenebat primum hominem:

hodie portas mortis

et seras pariter Salvator noster disrupit.

Destruxit quidem claustra inferni

et subvertit potentias diaboli.

O vos omnes qui transitis per viam, a2endite et videte:

Si est dolor similis sicut dolor meus.

A2endite, universi populi, et videte dolorem meum.

Ecce quomodo moritur iustus

et nemo percipit corde,

et viri iusti tolluntur et nemo considerat.

A facie iniquitatis sublatus est iustus.

Et erit in pace memoria eius:

Tamquam agnus coram tondente se obmutuit,

et non aperuit os suum:

de angustia, et de iudicio sublatus est.

Astiterunt reges terræ,

et principes convenerunt in unum.

Adversus Dominum et adversus Christum eius.

Quare fremuerunt gentes,

et populi meditati sunt inania?

Æstimatus sum cum descendentibus in lacum.

Factus sum sicut homo sine adiutorio,

inter mortuos liber.

Posuerunt me in lacu inferiori,

in tenebris et in umbra mortis.

Sepulto Domino, signatum est monumentum,

Volventes lapidem ad ostium monumenti.

Ponentes milites qui custodirent illum.

Accedentes principes sacerdotum ad Pilatum, petierunt illum.

From the Lamentation of the Prophet Jeremiah

(3:42) LAMECH. We have acted sinfully,

and we have provoked to wrath.

About this, you are relentless.

(3:49-50) GHIMEL. My eye has been afflicted,

and it has not been quieted, because there would be no rest

until the Lord looked down and saw from the heavens.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God.

(4:11) SADE. The Lord has completed his fury;

he has poured out the wrath of his indignation.

And he has kindled a fire in Zion,

and it has devoured its foundations.

(4:13) ALEPH. It is because of the sins of her prophets,

and the iniquities of her priests,

who have shed the blood of the just in her midst.

Here begins the prayer of the prophet Jeremiah

(5:1-2) Remember, O Lord, what has befallen us.

Consider and look kindly upon our disgrace.

Our inheritance has been turned over to foreigners;

our houses to outsiders.

Our Shepherd is departed, the fount of living water,

At whose passing the sun was darkened,

For even he was made captive

who was holding captive the first man.

Today the gates of death

and their bars as well our Savior has destroyed.

Indeed He has destroyed the strongholds of the underworld

And he has overthrown the powers of the devil.

O all ye that pass by the way, a2end and see:

If there be any sorrow like to my sorrow.

A2end, all ye people, and see my sorrow:

Behold how the righteous man dies

And no one understands.

Righteous men are taken away And no one considers:

The righteous man has been taken away from present iniquity

And his memory shall be in peace.

As a sheep before her shearers is dumb,

so he opened not his mouth:

he was taken from prison and from judgement.

The kings of the earth rise up,

and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord, and against his anointed.

Why do the heathen rage,

and the people imagine a vain thing?

I am counted with them that go down into the pit:

I am as a man that hath no strength:

free among the dead.

Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit,

in darkness, in the deeps.

The Lord being buried, the tomb was sealed

By rolling a stone across the door,

And soldiers were placed to guard it.

The chief priests went to Pilate and petitioned him.
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