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From the Lamentation of the Prophet Jeremiah

(2:8) ALEPH. The Lord has decided

to tear down the wall of the daughter of Zion.

He has stretched out his measuring line,

and he has not turned away his hand from perdition.

(2:11) LAMECH. My eyes have exhausted their tears.

My internal organs have become disturbed

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return unto the Lord thy God.

(2:16) SADE. All your enemies have opened their mouth over you.

They have hissed and gnashed their teeth,

and they said: "We will devour her."

(2:18) GHIMEL. Their heart cried out to the Lord

from the walls of the daughter of Zion.

Let tears run down like a torrent

throughout the day and the night.

Do not give rest to yourself.

(3:19) DALETH. Remember my poverty

and my transgression, the wormwood and the gall.

(3:26) BETH. It is good to stand ready

in silence for the salvation of God.

You come as against a robber

with swords and clubs to apprehend me:

I was daily with you in the temple teaching

and you did not arrest me;

and behold you lead me to scourging and to be crucified.

They laid hands on Jesus and held him fast,

He said to them:

Darkness fell when the Jews crucified Jesus:

and about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice:

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

And he bowed his head and gave up the ghost.

Jesus cried with a loud voice and said,

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.

I delivered my beloved soul into the hands of the wicked,

and my possessions have become to me like a lion in the forest.

My adversary spoke out against me saying:

Come together and make haste to devour him.

They placed me in a solitary desert

and all the earth mourned for me; because nobody

could be found who would claim me and be kind to me.

Men without mercy rose up against me,

and they spared not my soul.

They delivered me into the hands of the wicked

and cast me among evildoers. and did not spare my soul:

Strong men gathered together against me;

And, like giants, stood against me.

Foreigners rose against me and strong men sought my soul.

The wicked man betrayed Jesus

to the chief priests and the elders of the people:

Peter, however, followed him from a distance, to see the end.

They led him to Caiaphas, the high priest,

where the scribes and the Pharisees were met together.

My eyes are darkened by my tears:

For he is far from me that comforted me:

See, O all ye people,

if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.

O all ye that pass by, behold and see

De Lamentatione Ieremiæ Prophetæ.

Aleph. Cogitavit Dominus

dissipare murum filiæ Sion:

tetendit funiculum suum,

et non avertit manum suam a perditione.

Lamech. Defecerunt præ lacrymis oculi mei,

conturbata sunt viscera mea.

Ierusalem, Ierusalem, convertere ad Dominum Deum tuum.

Sade. Aperuerunt super me os suum omnes inimici tui:

sibilaverunt, et fremuerunt dentibus suis,

et dixerunt: Devorabimus.

Ghimel. Clamavit cor eorum ad Dominum

super muros filiæ Sion:

Deduc quasi torrentem lacrymas

per diem, et noctem:

non des requiem tibi.

Daleth. Recordare paupertatis,

et transgressionis meæ, absinthii, et fellis.

Beth. Bonum est præstolari

cum silentio salutare Dei.

Tamquam ad latronem existis

cum gladiis et fustibus comprehendere me:

Quotidie apud vos eram in templo docens

et non me tenuistis:

et ecce flagellatum ducitis ad crucifigendum.

Cumque iniecissent manus in Iesum et tenuissent eum,

Dixit ad eos:

Tenebræ factæ sunt, dum crucifixissent Iesum Iudæi:

et circa horam nonam exclamans Iesus voce magna ait:

Deus, Deus, ut quid dereliquisti me?

Et inclinato capite, tradidit spiritum.

Exclamans Iesus voce magna ait:

Pater, in manus tuas Domine commendo spiritum meum.

Animam meam dilectam tradidi in manus peccatorum,

et facta est mihi hæreditas mea sicut leo in silva

Dedit contra me voces adversarius dicens;

congregamini et properate ad devorandum illum;

Posuerunt me in deserto solitudinis

et luxit super me omnis terra. Quia non

est inventus qui me agnosceret, et faceret bene.

Insurrexerunt in me viri absque misericordia,

et non pepercerunt animæ meæ.

Tradiderunt me in manus impiorum et inter sceleratos

proiecerunt me et non pepercerunt animæ meæ:

congregati sunt adversum me fortes:

Et sicut gigantes steterunt contra me.

Alieni insurrexerunt in me et fortes quæsierunt animam meam.

Iesum tradidit impius summis

principibus sacerdotum, et senioribus populi:

Petrus autem sequebatur a longe, ut videret finem.

Adduxerunt autem eum ad Caipham principem sacerdotum,

ubi scribæ et pharisæi convenerant.

Caligaverunt oculi mei a fletu meo:

quia elongatus est a me, qui consolabatur me:

Videte, omnes populi.

Si est dolor similis sicut dolor meus.

O vos omnes, qui transitis per viam, a2endite, et videte.
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